Nikki Lattanzi-Tarleton sat at her desk in her Los Angeles office and sighed, how long can I keep doing this?  She didn’t mind her job buying TV time for big companies.  But after 25 years, every day seemed the same.  And the commute, the cubbies, the long hours-the stress-was getting to her.  I wish I could do something creative and fun, she thought wistfully.

Then her husband, Brian, was transferred to the East Coast-and the move had a silver lining.  “Now’s the perfect time for you to start over” Brian encouraged.  But how?  Nikki, 48, wondered.  I don’t know how to do anything else!

FROM HO-HUM TO FABULOUS!

She was reading the paper in their new home in New Jersey when an ad jumped out.  Do you have an eye for decorating?  It asked.

And Nikki had to admit she did!  Her home always got complements, and friends often consulted her about sofas, comforters and paint colors.  

The ad was for a course that turned students into pro “one-day decorators”-perfect for HGTV-hooked Nikki!

So she signed up.  And in six days, she learned how to make a space look fabulous quickly and inexpensively.  

This is fun!  Nikki hummed, and after practicing on four real homes, she told Brian:  “I’m starting my own business!”

The first step?  Their neighbor’s living room needed a makeover.  I’ll host the re-design party to show what I can do!  Nikki thought.  And as a houseful of women watched, amazed, she transformed the room with a table she found in the basement, pillows, pictures, candles and splashes of color…..”It looks great!”  the ladies agreed.  It fells great!  Nikki thought happily.  Soon, clients were paying her to redo rooms and “stage homes”-help them look great before selling them.  Now she’s in demand!  Her next move?  Making her business “Makeover and Move” grow!  “I make my own hours and earn money doing what I love!”  Nikki says.  “But the best part is when the homeowner says, “Wow!” And if I can start over, anyone can!  Just figure out what you like to do and you can start over, too!”

     -Andrea Florczak Women’s World

                              4 tips for “staging” your house to sell!
1) Hide. photos, toys and mail-any signs you live there.  Buyers will be more interested in a house they see themselves in.

2) Add more space.  Put extra chairs or side tables in storage.  The more open the room the better.

3) Use maximum watt bulbs.  “People are attracted to bright spaces”, says decorator Nikki Lattanzi-Tarleton.

4)  Place yellow flowers near the entrance.  Houses with yellow flowers have been shown to sell faster!

                             One-day decorating tips from the pros!
· Make a room “pop” with colorful pillows.  “Most people don’t use enough”, say Nikki.  So go ahead and add a few to your bed and sofa!
· Switch your light bulbs!  Homebuyers love light and airy spaces, so brighten up your home with “daylight” bulbs, such as GE’s Reveal.

· Hang a picture over a doorway.  It’s an easy way to give a room more height.

· Group favorite items.  Decorators look for a few similar objects to put together.  They’ll look like a “collection”, and unify the room.

· Move the sofa away from the wall.  Placing it at an angle with a few chairs flanking it will create a warm conversation area, suggests Nikki.
